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Abstract 

We are exposed to soil every day. Soil is common, and seen 

as a simple material by many, but soils are actually very 

complex in their composition and their response to stresses. 

Soil reactions to compaction are even more complicated 

when the soils are moist or water is involved. This 

presentation will discuss the curious nature of soil compaction and how things often may not 

behave the initially expected way. This presentation will walk through fundamental concepts 

and processes for the non-technical professional, but also provide a refresher for the engineer 

or soil scientist. 
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